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Every year, the PTEN Innovation Awards feature the newest and most innovative 
products introduced to the automotive aftermarket. For 2017, PTEN received 154 
submitted products spanning 28 different categories 

For more information on the complete list of 2017 nominees, with full product details, visit: 
VehicleServicePros.com/2017IANominees. 
To view a full list of winners online, visit: VehicleServicePros.com/2017IAWinners. 

20172017
WINNERS
INNOVATION AWARDS

WINNERS
 

Flo-Dynamics
AirVac Handheld Shop Vac

The Flo-Dynamics AirVac Handheld Shop Vac helps
shops clean up spills. Weighing 8 lbs, the shop vac was

designed to be easy to handle. The patented venturi
system creates enough vacuum to pick up all kinds

of fluids, from coolant to heavy duty gear oil, and
comes complete with a bucket for draining. The

bucket also has casters to make it easy to
move around the shop. To use, connect the
unit to shop air, clean up the fluid and drain

the unit into the included waste container. The
AirVac requires no additional pellets, rags or

pads to clean up spills, and is made in the U.S.A.
CATEGORY: Shop Equipment

Circle 162 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on VehicleServicePros.com

SP Tools
Pitman Arm Remover, No. 11880
The SP Tools Pitman Arm Remover, No. 11880, helps
technicians safely and efficiently remove large Pitman
Arms on 3/4- to 1-ton pickup trucks. Constructed of
large, forged components and quality material to
resist corrosion, this tool design remains
secured and locked in place when in use.
This forged design requires less torque and
space compared to current tools and methods,
according to the company, often eliminating the need to remove
the steering box. With less force required, an impact gun is not
needed for the procedure. This tool is for use on Ford F250/350,
Dodge 2500/3500 and Chevrolet/GMC 2500/3500 vehicles.  It is also
available in a low-profile version, No. 68800, which works on most
GM trucks and SUVs model years 1988 to 2000 and later, and most C
and K chassis with a steering gear box/pitman arm.
CATEGORY: Specialty Tools
Circle 161 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on VehicleServicePros.com

Bolt On Technology
Jump Start
Bolt On Technology’s Jump
Start offers a management
system to improve accuracy
and efficiency, the company
says. Jump Start includes
more than 100 of the most
used service categories, plus more than 300 pre-built jobs,
service descriptions and labor notes. This software system also
includes reporting, appointment scheduling and estimates.
Jump Start is available for Mitchell 1’s Manager SE or Snap-on’s
ShopKey SE software users.
CATEGORY: Computers & Software
Circle 163 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on VehicleServicePros.com

Induction Innovations
Inductor Lite

The Induction
Innovations Inductor

Lite is a compact 2,400W
induction heater with a dig-

ital interface for manual
heat control. It uses high-

frequency magnetic fields to remove parts bonded to metal, includ-
ing adhesives, logos, side moldings and dents. Users are able to

release seized hardware from corrosion or threadlock components
without an open flame. The Inductor Lite reduces labor by as much
as 75 percent, according to the company, and  allows users to save,
reuse and salvage parts that would usually be discarded. The tool's

power supply offers flexible voltage from 85V to 265V.
CATEGORY: Body Shop

Circle 160 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on VehicleServicePros.com
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NEXIQ Technologies
Blue-Link Mini
The NEXIQ Blue-Link Mini enables users to employ either iOS or 
Android smartphone or tablet devices to communicate with commer-
cial motor vehicles for quick access to vehicle information. It plugs into
the vehicle’s diagnostic connector, and provides wireless Bluetooth
communication with on-board electronic control units. Paired
with an application, the device can be used as a low-cost
telematics solution, enabling users to read parameters,
command special tests, and calibrate controllers with-
out having to take the vehicle to the shop. Software
development kits (SDKs) for both iOS and Android are
available on the NEXIQ website to assist develop-
ers with application development.
CATEGORY: Heavy Duty Diagnostics

Circle 184 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on
VehicleServicePros.com

Monster
Extended Reversible Cut-Off

Tool, No. MST707
The Monster Extended Reversible

Cut-Off Tool, No. MST707, features a reversible motor which
allows the change of rotation direction of the cutting wheel

to direct sparks away from the user. The comfort grip and low
noise rating make this tool very comfortable to use. The MST707

is designed with an extended neck (up to 14.5”) and low-profile
head to allow for grinding in tough-to-reach and tight areas. It is

equipped with a 4” cutting wheel and a 3/4 hp motor, giving maxi-
mum power to cut heavier materials.

CATEGORY: Air Tools
 Circle 180 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on VehicleServicePros.com

Purus Fuel Technologies
IC-2 GDI Service Equipment

The Purus Fuel Technologies’ IC-2 GDI Service Equipment
is designed to improve the effectiveness and safety of com-

pleting induction services for GDI engine deposits.
This equipment features multiple cleaner operation,
including a surfactant cleaner and a solvent cleaner,
which are used to provide the most effective clean-

ing combination. The unit is programmed to alter-
nate between the two cleaners through multiple

cycles to optimize the effectiveness. With the
ThermoCyclic Cleaning feature, a spray of cleaner is
stopped to create dozens of thermal shock events,
and the HydroSafe function uses a vacuum switch

to shut the flow off of the cleaner into the engine if it
stalls. Variable, pulsed cleaner delivery is used to pre-

vent pooling of cleaner in the air intake. Programmed service gives
the vehicle a 60-second pause during the service to clear the intake

and re-establish a strong idle.
CATEGORY: Fluid Exchange

Circle 183 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on VehicleServicePros.com

Snap-on Tools
Twin Torch Synergic Pulse MIG

Welder, No. MIG225i
The Snap-on Twin Torch Synergic

Pulse MIG Welder, No. MIG225i, features pulse
wave technology for precise heat control, reduced

warpage and minimized post-weld cleanup times. The
MIG225i includes separate torches for steel and aluminum, with the

aluminum torch featuring a feed motor allowing extended cable
length for increased accessibility. The MIG225i features 225A of

output power to handle welding a variety of thicknesses found on
today’s vehicles. Setup time, using a LCD display and a one-touch

selection button, is reduced with a full library of synergic curves
that pre-program optimal heat and wire speed settings based on

material types and individual welding thicknesses.
CATEGORY: Welding

AirSept
EVC-1 Variable Displacement Compressor Tester
The AirSept EVC-1 Variable Displacement 
Compressor Tester offers a quick, simple diag-
nostic process to help rule out an electronically-
controlled compressor as a cause of air condition-
ing system performance problems. It is designed to 
activate the compressor’s electronic control valve to test compressor 
operating efficiency. It works on all clutchless, direct drive, electroni-
cally-controlled air conditioning compressors. The EVC-1 connects to 
the compressor and to its electronic control solenoid valve wiring 
harness. It bypasses the vehicle A/C system controls, and activates 
the valve directly to increase or decrease the mechanical load on 
the compressor in increments. The EVC-1 shows the A/C system 
high and low side temperature changes in response to the vary-
ing load command from the electronic control solenoid valve. The 
unit sends commands to the compressor’s electronic control sole-
noid valve without having to connect to the vehicle’s electrical sys-
tem. Thus, it does not disrupt any A/C system circuits, and will not set 
an error code in the vehicle’s on-board diagnostic system.
CATEGORY: Air Conditioning Service
Circle 181 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on VehicleServicePros.com 

Legacy Manufacturing
Flexzilla 20V Cordless Grease Gun, No. L1388LFZ
The Legacy Manufacturing Flexzilla 20V
Cordless Grease Gun, No. L1388LFZ, features a
42” grease hose with extreme flexibility in
subzero conditions. Rapid Reload
technology allows for fast cartridge
loading that includes a threadless grease barrel. The kit also includes
two 20V rechargeable batteries, a one-hour quick charger and an auto-
matic air bleeder valve for increased work efficiency.
CATEGORY: Oil & Lube
Circle 182 on card, or enter at “e-inquiry” on VehicleServicePros.com


